Honore de Balzac.                   [1^9      *
that your journey is put off.   It was so easy for me to go to the Rhine, even with all my business matters and the newspapers on my hands.    The mail-carts go so rapidly now from Paris to the Rhine.   Well, I must put this, too. with many a golden dream!    The springtide will console you; nothing consoles me.    I see by the date of your letter that you wrote on my fete-day, and you did" not think of it 1    I still my complaints \ for I should seem very ridiculous in both cases; but I remarked that you put fewer lines in your pages, and that you were, in point of fact, getting rid of me.    Perhaps I deserve it for telling you, in one of my former letters, how little time I have to write to you, with an air as if I boasted of my fidelity.    Alas! that was only a bit of childish candour, which you ought not to punish.   Some day I will tell you the truth about that passage j you will be touched, and ashamed that you were ever angry with me.
Do not think that because there are four hundred leagues between us I do not know how to read the thoughts that lie beneath your sublime forehead. I can parade them before yon, one by one. It suffices me to examine your letter with the attention of a Cuvier to know the exact frame of mind in which it was written; and you had, when writing this letter, something against me, no doubt. You will tell me later what it was.
My Jardies get on but slowly. The buildings are still of little importance; but all is heavy on those who have nothing. I am beginning to have trouble with my eyes, and that grieves me; I shall have to cease working at night.
Did I tell you that "Beatrix" is finished? You \vi! see it, no doubt, in the " Revue de Saint Petersbourg," "bu bad and emasculated. It will only be good in the 8\ edition now in press. Those puritans of liberalism, wl manage the " Siecle" in which "Beatrix" appeari assume to have morals, and demolish the archbishojIn a life as busy as mine nothing produces much effect; L have worked as usual through the riots. But a month ar so ago Planche and I said to each other, " Shots will be fired within six weeks." And so it w&s.
